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ANNOUNCES RELEASE OF $1 MILLION FOR BURBANK CANCER CENTER

WASHINGTON – Today, Congressman                  John W. Olver (D- 1st District) announced that an additional $1                  million in federal funding is now available for the Linear Accelerator                  at the Burbank Hospital Cancer Center in Fitchburg, Massachusetts.

                 "The Burbank Cancer Center is a step toward comprehensive                  local health care in Northern Worcester County. We are gradually                  moving toward a system of providing specialized health care that                  is both high quality and convenient," Olver said.

                 The earmark for the Burbank Hospital was included in the FY '00                  Energy and Water Development appropriations bill. This funding                  is in addition to $900,000 that was included in the FY '00 Labor,                  Health and Human Services, and Education appropriations bill.                  All of the funding has now been released by the Department of                  Energy and the Department of Health and Human Services.

                 "Earlier this week, I was able to announce that there will                  be a Veterans Clinic opened in Fitchburg. Now care for veterans                  and cancer patients will be available locally," Olver said.                  "Once the cancer center is completed, residents of North                  Central Massachusetts will no longer have to travel sixty miles                  to receive care, and veterans will not have to go all the way                  to the Bedford VA."

                 Construction on the Burbank Cancer Center began in August. A site                  has not been determined for the VA clinic, but it is scheduled                  to be up and running in about 6 months.

                 Olver was able to procure the cancer center funding through his                  role on the influential House Appropriations Committee, and he                  worked closely with the Bedford VA to get an outpatient clinic                  in Northern Worcester County.

                 "Ultimately, this will mean better health care for the residents                  in this area," Olver added
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